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@ INTRODUCTION- Gender research on biodiversity in Andean and indigenous context
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* In the indigenous territory of Cumbal (Colombia), gender research, within CGIAR Multifunctional landscape (MFL) science programme, is examining the role of
women in biodiversity conservation.
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 Multifunctional landscape is a relevant entry point for research on gender, intersectionality, and biodiversity conservation: In a context of globalization, indigenous
people are looking for alternative livelihood strategies that lead to a revalorization of the multifunctional character of rural areas (Gerritsen, 2014).
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 Agrotourism: a strategy based on endogenous potential of rural populations to achieve, in rural areas and among rural populations, local development (Setyowati et al., o ArASER e
2024; Gerritsen, 2014) and rural area revitalization (Meutia et al., 2022; Gil Arroyo et al, 2019). Builds on rural landscape, agriculture (unigueness and diversity of farming g |l
production) and culture (traditional medicine, gastronomy, artisanal workshop) to develop activities and services and acts as educational means not only for tourists but . 3 —fo
also for the rural population involved. Enhances environmental conservation, rural community welfare and empowerment while having a minimal impact on culture and " f —poy
environment. B vorecawerg = e
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* Women’s involvement and participation in agrotourism have the potential to reduce gender inequality (Setyowati et al., 2024; Chhetri, 2024) and even to potentially B decues . '“‘* :

empower rural women at psychological, social, political, and economic levels (Gil Arroyo et al, 2019). B L o | [ ‘
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* Knowledge gap: Latin America and Colombia as understudied geographic area: in particular in Andean and indigenous contexts where the traditional social and cultural

. - Map of Cumbal (Narifio, Colombia)
structures can limit women’s ability to empower themselves.

Source: Impulso Verde, 2026

* Innovative approach: Use of: Gender Transformative Approach (GTA) and Feminist Political Ecology (FPE) at Landscape level.

FPE premises: GTA premises: Landscape level:

Critical lens for understanding environmental inequalities shaped by gender and to think about Designing and implementing solutions aimed to remove the underlying structural Includes: cash crops, subsistence food crops, plant and animal
women's social movements, empowerment and environmental justice (Ulloa, 2020; Rocheleau constraints rooted in discriminatory social, economic, and formal and informal species infrastructure, sacred and cultural sites. Natural resources

1995; Elmhrist, 2011). institutions, policies, and laws, and addressing underlying social norms, attitudes, and management can involve a wide range of rural people's priorities, also
behaviors that perpetuate gender inequalities (Howland, 2025). influenced by social obligations, and cultural and religious connections to

The dissociation between humankind and nature is the product of a society based on 'nature’ (Rocheleau, 1995).

anthropocentrism, hetero-patriarchal capitalism, colonialism, class, and racial oppression; it is Through community engagement, it is possible to use natural resource management and

the root of crises such as hunger and climate change (Portocarrero Lacayo, 2024). agriculture interventions as entry points to address structural gender inequalities Analysis of spatial patterns of activity and resource use and understanding of
(McDougall et al., 2021). relations of power embedded in the hierarchies of use and access (lbid.).

Gender imbalance between rights and responsibilities that influences all rural peoples' abilities to

apply their ecological knowledge and constrains their efforts to provide for their families and Gender accommodative approaches are insufficient to contribute, on their own, to

protect the complex ecosystems on which they depend’ (Rocheleau, 1995). women’s empowerment and gender equality while GTAs are presented as a new
paradigm for gender and development based on core feminist principles and focusing on
social transformations (lbid.).

Related publications

@ RESEARCH QUESTION: To what extent women’s participation and leadership in
indigenous agrotourism can foster nature conservation at landscape level, while
addressing gender inequalities?

METHOD AND DATA PRODUCTION STRATEGY

* Participatory workshops, semi-structured interviews, participatory observation and literature review.
* Participatory method of co-designing a touristic route with women involved in indigenous agrotourism initiatives.

WOMEN-LED INDIGENOUS AGROTOURISM IN THE COLOMBIAN PARAMO
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e Create youth groups of “Paramo Guardians” and environmental
education collectives led by women and local experts

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

e Strengthen women’s confidence and leadership

POTENTIAL CHALLENGES

* Lack of women participation in indigenous local
authorities and local governance, women land access
and ownership.

e Talk about sharing work and responsibilities at home

e Engage men and boys to support equality e Teach indigenous knowledge, conservation, and sustainable

tourism in schools

e Support women-led agrotourism and businesses
e Support youth-led seed banks and learning activities

e Build skills in leadership, finance, and entrepreneurship
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= SUSTAINABLE TOURISM SYSTEMS

Train women and youth in guiding, food, safety, and
environmental care

CULTURAL IDENTITY & KNOWLEDGE

Strengthen the Indigenous Education System through
intergenerational knowledge co-production
e Revitalize traditional practices (weaving, music, rituals, -
seed saving, family farming)
Strengthen the sheep farming value chain -_——l =
e Promote textile raw material production — b
e Support workshops to recover traditional weaving techniques
»° Reinforce the sacred value of the territory through tourism
Y e Integrate local knowledge into tourism experiences to
strengthen identity and belonging

TERRITORIAL GOVERNANCE
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R 1.7 Gas I  Risk of perpetuation of women’s traditional domestic
e > roles within the touristic business.

>

ﬂE‘V..C-B * Risk of inequality in economic benefits redistribution
between men and women involved in touristic initiatives.

Improve local spaces (lodging, kitchens, trails, signage, crafts)
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Strengthen women-led tourism networks and partnerships

Create local brands, routes, and stories based on culture
and nature

Manage tourism to protect the paramo and respect the
territory (carrying capacity; certification)
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* |Indigenous women disproportionately affected by

| PRODUCTION & LAND USE Increase women’s participation in local environmental & land poticies  (EAA™ X e multidimensional poverty within agriculture sector face
A } V o co;:;dlrla.tlon szace 11:=or community, local and indigenous i NI l t t t f d l t h . l
: B N authorities, and partners access limitation to finances and loans, technica
e Grow and strengthen small farms and home gardens Z ;a:]iirdae(iicne;:::rr;e;t#;zi\::;z:\r;:iz (t%ir,?;nr:’ water) t th t t . t th . t d b’lt
= Protectandshare native seeds o waste management, tourist control, and environmental monitoring V@ ” < Suppor at restric eirau Onomy an MODI y'
e Support youth-led seed banks and food production e Implement community biodiversity monitoring to inform ﬁ _ | P ' N
. . conservation strategies )
e Learn to transform farm products for tourism and income e Strengthen women-led capacity building for water harvesting = & & : ° I nfO rm ation asym metry, inSUfﬁCient venture ca plta l., a nd

AGREEMENTS WITH INSTITUTIONS LIKE AGROSAVIA, SENA, AND UNIVERSITIES FOR TECHNICAL TRAINING, APPLIED RESEARCH, AND ONGOING SUPPORT the absence Of COOperat|Ve Organ|zat|0ns.

Issues addressed Levels of implementation
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* Initial changes are related to self-recognition of women'’s traditional knowledge and role in biodiversity conservation. SeryonEi, Bl |esEr, B, Fusthan, E. Susharie, Wicheme, & M, 2

6 FUTU RE STE PS F. (2024, June). The role of women in agrotourism development: gender
analysis (case study of Ngargoyoso District). In /IOP Conference Series: Earth
and Environmental Science (Vol. 1362, No. 1, p. 012034). IOP Publishing.

* Coordinate initiatives through a network and conduct a pilot implementation of the roadmap. Ulloa, A. (2020). Feminist political ecologies in Latin American

context. Companion to Feminist Studies, 427-446.

* Support digital marketing efforts and establishing support network for women to articulate similar experiences and as source of resources, mentorship
and information to overcome challenges.
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