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 Protected areas increasingly depend on the support of surrounding 

communities to achieve long-term conservation success.  

 However, limited evidence exists regarding how local awareness, 

perceptions, and attitudes interact to shape conservation support in 

protected areas.  

 Thus, this study investigated community awareness, perceptions, and 

attitudes toward the Gambella National Park and evaluated how these 

factors influence willingness to support conservation.  

INTRODUCTION 

MATERIALS and METHODS 

CONCLUSION 

 Distance from the park boundary consistently influenced awareness, perceptions, and 

attitudes, whereas education level significantly influenced perceptions and attitudes. 

 Awareness represents the foundation for building positive perceptions, supportive 
attitudes, and long-term community engagement in protected area management. 

 Study area: Gambella National Park, Ethiopia. 

RESULTS 

Figure 2 Factors influencing respondents' awareness of conservation initiatives. 

Figure 1 Locations of the study communities and Gambella National Park. 

Figure 3 Factors influencing respondents' perception of conservation initiatives. 

Figure 4 Factors influencing respondents' attitude of conservation initiatives. 

Figure 5 Structural model illustrating the direct effects in standardized deviation units.  
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