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Social norms drive conservation intentions
in Indonesia’s songbird trade system
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Across rural and urban communities, perceived social expectations were substantially more
strongly associated with conservation intention than individual attitudes, showing that
behavioral change in the songbird trade is fundamentally socially embedded.
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What does this mean for conservation?

Conservation interventions may be more effective when they target social norms and structural constraints.

Work with social networks Shift reputational incentives Make change feasible

Engage respected breeders, trainers and Increase the prestige of sustainable practices Livelihood-constrained actors need viable
competition organizers as visible advocates for through competition rules, recognition and alternatives and practical support to disengage
captive-bred and non-extractive practices. influential peer endorsement. from capture.

Conservation interventions should change the social and structural conditions surrounding
behavior—not simply individual attitudes.
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