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Abstract

Background and Objective: Ethiopia’s policy landscape has increasingly emphasised
nutrition-sensitive agriculture (NSA) as part of broader agro-food system transformati-
on. This study examines how NSA has evolved within national policy frameworks, assesses
coherence across agriculture-related strategies, and evaluates the role of research evidence
and enabling conditions in supporting nutrition-sensitive agro-food systems.

Methodology: The study applies a qualitative longitudinal policy analysis combined
with objective-level coherence assessment, enabling environment evaluation, and citation-
based evidence mapping. Four analytical pillars are examined: (i) evolution of NSA poli-
cy framing, (ii) coherence of selected agriculture strategies with the National Agro-Food
System Strategy (NAFSS), (iii) enabling environments for NSA pathways, research, and
agroecological diversity, and (iv) use of research evidence in policy formulation. Data we-
re drawn from official Government of Ethiopia policies and strategies and systematically
analysed using thematic and comparative approaches.

Results: Findings show a clear progression from sector-linked nutrition interventions un-
der the National Nutrition Programmes (NNP I and II), through the National Nutrition-
Sensitive Agriculture Strategy, to the systems-oriented NAFSS, where nutrition is em-
bedded as an emergent food system outcome. Policy coherence across agriculture strategies
is generally medium to high, particularly for food availability, value chains, resilience, and
institutional capacity. However, explicit attention to dietary quality, food environments,
and consumption-side nutrition outcomes remains uneven. The analysis also reveals gro-
wing reliance on national data, Ethiopia-based research, and global evidence, alongside
persistent gaps in dedicated financing for nutrition-sensitive and food system research.
Context-specific initiatives, notably the Enset Development Flagship Program, demon-
strate strong alignment across nutrition, resilience, and inclusion pathways.

Conclusion and Policy Implications: Ethiopia has established a strong foundation for
nutrition-sensitive agro-food system transformation. Strengthening nutrition accountabili-
ty, enhancing research financing, institutionalizing evidence-to-policy linkages, and better
leveraging agroecological diversity are critical to translating policy ambition into measura-
ble nutrition gains.
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