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Objective
• Examine the strengths and needs for current advisory methods.
• Propose guidelines for more demand-driven and contextualized advisory 

methods to support agroecological transition in Rwanda

Methods

Interviews 

Focus Group 
Discussions 

Five formal interviews with agriculture advisors  

Five casual interviews with key informants

Four focus group discussions with farmers at the 
CANALLS project site in Kamonyi District, Rwanda.

Conceptual Framework: Extension Approach Model

• Perceive agroecology as a scientific research approach, a social political 
movement, and a set of practices

à Agroecology as both an advisory objective and advisory content. 
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Hoffman et al. (2009). 

Results

• Contextualized and demand-driven

• Farmers learn from successful stories of peer

à social learning 

• Farmer leaders’ have higher familiarity with 

the local contextà local value

• Built on the strong social coherence and 

community awareness in Rwanda

à local value
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• Mass media communication and digital tools

• Radio, mass SMS and farmer leaders repeat the same message
à Iterative learning cycle, reinforce learning experience

• Videos: combining visual and acoustic information delivery 
à demonstrating complex practices

• IVR & USSD: two-way interaction 
à overcome anonymity of traditional mass communication tools 

• Farmer-to-farmer advisory 

Discussion
• Challenge: limited knowledge on digital tools in rural areas
àTraining on digital devices through social learning, starting with small groups

• Challenge: farmers are not aware of the importance of participation
à Reflecting “decentralized extension personnel structure, top-down content design” 
à Suggestion: encourage farmers to participate in co-creating advisory messages via 

citizen science platform

Background
• Agroecology solves sustainability challenges by promoting site-specific 

farming practices and participatory knowledge exchange.
• AAS in Rwanda is influenced by the Crop Intensification Program and 

farmers have limited rights to express their knowledge needs.
• AAS methods should be “demand-driven” and best fit

Best-fit, demand-
driven AAS methods

Cropping systemFarmers’ needs

• AAS should be embedded within farmer groups and farmer-to-farmer advisory.
• Digtial advisory: great potential but requires participative content co-creation
• Citizen science network fosters bottom-up knowledge co-creation and social

learning between farmers. 
• Farmer-to-farmer advisory sessions could serve as occasion for knowledge sharing.
• Future research could focus on 

1. Assessing farmers’ motivation for participating in knowledge co-creation process.
2. Observing farmers’ interaction with advisors and other farmers.

Conclusion 

＊Abbreviations
• SMS: Short Message Service
• IVR: Interactive Voice Response
• USSD: Unstructured supplementary service data
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