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Figure 2: Map of Malawi showing study districts
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Conclusion & Policy Recommendations

e Strengthening seed systems, structured markets, and sustainable land
practices is key to unlocking the potential of cowpeas, sesame, and

Lack of prioritization in value chain (e.g....1 1.01 sorghu.m. S o
Crop damage by animals & 1.76 e Malawi's weak seed system and market inefficiencies limit productivity and
Poor farming practices m 2.77 tarmer profitability.
Weeds m 3.02 e Mixed-methods research across 8 districts identified key bottlenecks and
Theft m 327 opportunities for value chain growth.
Poor soil fertility = 3,53 e Sesame showed the highest gross margins; traders earn significantly more
Lack of timely inputs (e.g., seeds, fertilizers) = 4,03 than producers across all chains.

Livestock damage mm 4.53 e Policy actions should include crop-specific strategies, stakeholder
Flooding or excessive rainfall mmmm 10.83 coordination, and integrating land restoration into national food systems

Drought or insufficient rainfall —— ———— 50,7 planning.

Pests and diseases mnaeessssssssssssssssssssssmm S1.11
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