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Abstract

Agricultural communication plays a crucial role in driving technological, social, and
economic progress by fostering development across three key learning domains: cognitive,
affective, and psychomotor which Bloom (1956) identified as three key areas where tea-
ching influences learning. Online Social Networks (OSNs), a key achievement of the digital
age, have a remarkable capacity to facilitate interaction between educators and learners,
promote dialogue, enable the sharing of educational resources, and encourage collaborative
learning. Based on this, understanding the potential of OSNs to enhance these domains
is essential for exploring how virtual platforms can support holistic learning and develop-
ment in agricultural education. To achieve this goal, this research employed the Theory of
Planned Behaviour (TPB) as a theoretical framework to systematically analyse the factors
influencing learners’ intentions and behaviours regarding the use of OSNs by Iranian’s
farmers for educational purposes. utilising a cross-sectional survey of 371 farmers in the
southwestern region of Iran (Khuzestan province). Data were collected through question-
naires (of 371 farmers) and interview with farmers. Structural equation modelling (SEM)
revealed that the variables of attitude, subjective norm, and perceived behavioural con-
trol collectively explained 29 % of the variance in farmers’ intention to engage in OSNs
education behaviours. Additionally, the variables of intention and perceived behavioural
control explained 34 %, 32 %, and 35 % of the variance in the effect of OSNs usage on the
farmers’ cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor domains, respectively. Further analysis of
the pairwise mean differences between the three domains showed that there is a signifi-
cant difference between the cognitive domain and both the emotional and psychomotor
domains. However, no significant difference was found between the emotional and psycho-
motor domains. These findings suggest that usage had a greater impact on the cognitive
domain of farmers compared to the emotional and psychomotor domains.
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