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Abstract

Millions of people rely on coffee as their primary source of income around worldwide. Ho-
wever, climate change is threating or jeopardising the coffee sector by increasing tempera-
ture, altering rainfall patterns, shifting production areas, and disease and pest infestations.
Climate change is jeopardising the coffee industry by raising temperatures, altering rainfall
patterns, shifting production areas, and causing disease and pest infestations. Farmers and
institutional networks are crucial in making effective intervention decisions to mitigate the
impacts of climate change on coffee production and marketing. This study aims to assess
smallholder farmers and institutional networking strategies in the Ethiopian coffee value
chain to enhance climate adaptation activities. We used a survey questionnaire and a semi-
structured interview to gather data. The study found that, while farmers have networks
from diverse sources, radio, social groups, and extension workers are the key routes for
exchanging knowledge to strengthen climate intervention networks. Regarding institutio-
nal networks, while institutional networks are weak horizontally in climate intervention
networks, they have a slightly stronger in vertical networks. The results also show that,
while all institutions contribute to climate interventions, only a few have more power to
control the overall flow of Information, Knowledge and Resources (IKRs) in the interven-
tion networks. This illustrates that IKR flows between institutions are relatively restricted
compared to Ethiopian coffee industry coverage, which necessitates the involvement of
more institutions while also preventing network collapse. The study calls for policymakers
and practitioners to build more strong climate intervention networks among smallholder
farmers and institutions through capacity building training and multi-institutional colla-
borations , which improves the coffee sector’s resilience.
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