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Abstract

Sustainable land management (SLM) practices encompass a holistic approach that inte-
grates social, economic, ecological, and environmental considerations to achieve production
objectives that are socially acceptable. SLM is increasingly recognised as a viable pathway
to address land degradation in sub-Saharan Africa. The adoption of SLM practices and
technologies is crucial improving agricultural productivity, ensuring food security, and
enhancing the livelihoods of smallholder farmers.

Ghana is one of the countries with elevated levels of Land Degradation, particularly in
the Northern Region, where 50.16 % of land is classified as degraded. To address this issue,
since the 1980s, the Government of Ghana has implemented various land management
projects. Research on the determinants of farmers’ adoption of SLM practices has increased
over the past two decades. However, empirical studies on SLM projects are still needed to
bridge knowledge gaps to scale up and intensify the adoption of these technologies (Yeboah,
2021).

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) assigns NGOs
a key role in implementing projects to combat desertification and promote sustainable
land management (UNCCD, 1994), aligning with SLM’s emphasis on multi-level, multi-
stakeholder partnerships (FAO). In Ghana, NGOs have increasingly complemented govern-
mental efforts, delivering services and promoting development initiatives, which provides
a particularly interesting illustration of the complexities and challenges of state-civil socie-
ty relations. Particularly in Northern Ghana, NGOs have helped to fill development gaps
through donor-funded projects.

This study aims to analyse the role of NGOs based in Tamale in incentivising the adop-
tion of SLM practices in Northern Ghana. A qualitative approach is employed, involving
Key Informant Interviews (KII) and Participant Observation (PO) to explore NGO strate-
gies and outcomes, related to the support on gender-sensitive incentives, specially making
sure women are prioritised, in the promotion and implementation of sustainable land ma-
nagement (SLM) practices.
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