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Abstract

The farmer-led innovation has emerged as a base for agricultural knowledge transfer.
Especially in the areas where the formal agricultural services are unavailable, limited, or
disrupted by conflict or other challenges. This study explored the effectiveness of decen-
tralised distribution of co-designed agricultural extension materials based on farmer-led
innovations in conflict-affected areas. The study utilised both qualitative and quantitative
research methods. A follow-up phone survey interview was conducted with 71 farmers who
received the co-designed materials using a random method, and 6 KII interviews were con-
ducted with Kebele and Woreda-level livestock experts who were engaged in distributing
the materials. A total of 71 respondents participated in the survey, with 57 (80 %) farmers
reading the co-designed material, while 14(20 %) farmers did not because of being too busy
or lacking time. The results showed that the content, size, look, and illustrations in the
material were the most effective parts and were easy for farmers to understand. Among
those who read the materials, 45 (79 %) indicated that they gained new information or
learned new practices from the material. And 42 (93 %) farmers have started implemen-
ting the farmers’ practices introduced in the booklet. Further, the study also found that
54(95 %) of farmers confirmed that the distribution of co-designed materials enhanced far-
mers’ overall awareness of their farming practices. Finally, 22(39 %) of farmers reported
that they shared the information they learned with others, primarily with neighbours, fri-
ends, and relatives. The study concluded that co-designed extension materials based on
farmer-led innovations are effective in strengthening farmer-to-farmer knowledge-sharing,
particularly in areas with weak agricultural extension services as a result of conflict.
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