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1. Context, Objective and Methodology

2. Salinity Research, Regulation and Initiatives in SSA
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e Inconsistent measurement methods cause varied salinity estimates,
highlighting the need for standardized assessments.

e National salinization policies are limited and often only appear under
international biodiversity and desertification agreements; more targeted
regulations are needed.
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cities practices
| e Countries with more salinity research have more initiatives addressing the

Issue, while those with less information have fewer efforts focused on it.

4. International Initiatives on Salinization

Initiative functions

e Salt-affected lowland rice production areas
are found across Eastern Africa,
comprising coastal and inland
environments, saline, sodic and saline-
sodic conditions.

e Most initiatives focus on
operational functions (83.3%)
and information  sharing
(73.3%), with few dealing with
financing  (3.3%); 56.7%
combine operational and

Operational

Information and
networking

e Country-wide percentage shares lie

Financing
networking functions. between 6% (Tanzania) and 16%
Standards and (Mozambique) of rice produced on salt-
affected soils (van Oort 2018).
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e Rice is the most prominent crop cultivated
on salt-affected soils in SSA (FAO 2024).
Estimates of salinity-induced yield losses
are not available.

Thematical focus coe
e |nitiatives focus more on

adaptation to salinization
(25.3%) than on mitigation
(9.6%), with a strong
emphasis on soil and water

Salinity adaptation

Soil management

e R&D efforts, so far, focus on development
of salt-tolerant varieties (led by IRRI).

Water management
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6. Recommendations & Future Perspectives

e Smaoui, J., Negacz, K., & van Tongeren, P. (2024). Salinity in African Countries: From Local Challenges to Global - Improve data coverage and research about inland and dryland Salinity.
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