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Introduction Methodlogy
Online social networks, as a basic tools of communication and The present study was conducted to Investigate the factors
information transfer: Influencing the readiness of farmers in Khuzestan province,

located In the southwest of Iran. Utilizing the descriptive method
and the Technology Readiness Index (TRI) theory, 377 farmers
from this province were selected through a simple random

“* Can be useful as an educational tool
“* Facilitating the adoption of new technologies

< Empowering farmers to deal with the global crisis of climate change. sampling method, and data were collected via a questionnaire.
< Has the potential to promote behavioural change and, by reducing Results obtained from structural equation modelling using PLS
physical distance and isolation, allows for long-term participation In software.

development programs, potentially improving citizens' social capital.

» Although OSNs (Online Social Networks) offers much any benefits ; R |
to farmers, their usage In agricultural education and their adoption as . - e
an Information obtaining tool among smallholder farmers, remains iy P~
largely unexplored and limited especially in developing countries.

- Background

A few researchers looking at the factors that Influence farmers' —, &
willingness to adopt social networks for educational purposes In 4
agriculture. Thus, the objective of this study is to explore the readiness 355 {
of farmers in south western Iran toward social media as tool to improve a

their agricultural education and answer a question :Which factors affect
a farmer’s readiness to accept social media based on TRI (Technology
Readiness Index).

Fig2 - Location of the study area

Results and Recommendations

According to TRI , research hypotheses are proposed as follows:

“* Results revealed that optimism and innovativeness had a

H1 : Optimism will positively affect technology readiness. nositive and significant impact

H3: Discomfort will negatively affect technology readiness farmers’ intentions to use social networks for educational and
H4: Insecurity will negatively affect technology readiness promotional purposes.
“* Collectively, these variables accounted for 49 % of the
. variance In readiness. Notably, the variable of insecurity did
\ not exhibit a significant effect on technology readiness.

. ; ] > While this study is insightful, it does have a few limitations. It
/ was conducted using a correlational method, which means that
“ It cannot establish causal relationships. To address this issue,

— future research should use experimental methods.
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