ITropentag, September 20-22, 2023, hybrid conference

*Competing pathways for equitable food systems transformation:
Trade-ofts and synergies”

Sustainable Energy Access: A catalyst to landscape restoration and water
management in rural Malawi

Lameck Nkhonjera!, Annie Mpeketula?
IWupla Enterprise, Sustainable Energy Department, Malawi

2Catholic University of Malawi, Development Studies Department

 The high increase in population over the past two decades in Malawi
has contributed to environmental degradation.

 Qut of about 20 million Malawians, 82% live in rural areas and they
depend on subsistence agriculture for a living, whereas firewood and
charcoal are predominantly used for cooking.

* The sources of water for domestic use are wells and surface water.

 The clearing of land for cultivation as well as unsustainable harvesting
of biomass for cooking are among the salient drivers of the
perceptible environmental degradation in Malawi.

* The impacts of land degradation are rampant in the rural Malawi.

* What role can access to sustainable energy play in restoring the
landscape in rural Malawi?
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An illustration of a model that show sustainable energy as catalyst to landscape restoration in Malawi

 Access to sustainable energy in most parts of
rural Malawi can accelerate land restoration. e
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e On the outlook, the model is intended to be
implemented in the lower shire and later be
replicated in various parts of rural Malawi.

1. National Forest Landscape Restoration Strategy; https://afr100.org/sites/default/files/Malawi NFLR Strategy FINALv2.pdf

2. An introduction to bioenergy and landscape restoration; https://www.cifor.org/knowledge/publication/8521

3. Kalipeni E, (1992); Population growth and environmental degradation in Malawi.
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