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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess the economic factors that had an effect on the
performance of groundnut, sesame, and sorghum production, marketing of the four states.
The specific objectives of the study were to assess the socio-economic factors of producers
and traders, estimate the gross margin revenue of the producers, and market margins cost,
and correlation analysis regarding the gross margin of these crops

The main objective of this study is to evaluate the effects of the main economic factors
on Groundnut, Sesame, and Sorghum production, and marketing of North, South, West
Kordofan, and Sinnar States. The study tested the positive hypothesis of socio-economic
characteristics on producers and traders, high share of harvesting, crop physical losses and
transportation costs.

The study recommend groundnut, sesame, and sorghum production, and harvesting cost
should be reduced through providing improved varieties; reducing marketing cost through
introduction of sieving process in the production areas to reduce physical losses; improving
infrastructure to reduce transportation cost of these crops. The study also recommend
to develop and improve the application of market regulations to attain efficient market
structure and performance; supplying of market credit to farmers and traders to avoid
oligopoly practices,

A long value chain characterises Sesame, Groundnut, and Sorghum value chain in Sudan,
which includes producers, village traders or collectors, wholesalers/brokers, oil millers,
exporters, retailers and local consumers. Unlike the commercial farmers who directly sell
to exporters or oil millers, small holders output has to pass through the long market chain.

Lack of improved seed, lack of awareness about the importance of these crops in the area
and lack of knowledge and capacity to use recommended inputs for these crops production
are the other major factors resulting in low productivity of these crops in different areas.

In addition, access to rural credit service was found to be a significant factor, both in
participation decision and the level of crops production participation. This implies that
credit availability is one of the key institutional factors that determine farmer’s decision
status in these crops production.
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