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1. Introduction
- Climate change is modifying human activities, including viticulture.
- Grape and wine production is extremely sensitive to environmental conditions.
- Need to adapt to new climate conditions and reduce GHG emissions.
- Need to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
- As a result, numerous projects (programmes, standards, certifications, etc.) are
emerging in the wine industry, making it difficult to compare and understand for
both, producers and consumers.
- Growing interest in sustainability and investment in sustainable business, many
involved in certification and labeling.

3.2 Comparison of wine sustainability certifications
What is sustainability in the wine industry?

2. Aims and Method
Analyze the role of wine sustainability certifications to respond to
environmental demands, specifically as a tool to help wineries voluntarily
implement mitigation and sustainability strategies.
1. Identify the most important environmental and sustainability certificates in the
wine industry and their main characteristics.
2. Determine the most ambitious and effective ones to create a significant change
in the wine industry, in terms of sustainability.

What do these certificates have in common?
Even though in their origins they were very
different, a certain convergence is taking
place in the last years, particularly in
their environmental dimension:

3. Results
3.1 International wine sustainability certifications
The wine supply chain contributes about 0.3% of total global GHG emissions
(Ruggani et al., 2013). Consequently, wine sector is trying to reduce GHG
emissions, among other tools, through specific certification.

Different approaches: general content and structure of certificates
· Developed through a system of partnerships and collaboration agreements between numerous private and public actors.
· Engaged in a continuous process of improvement.

Timeline wine industry's main sustainability schemes launch

4. Conclusions
§ Parallel to the growth of other certifications such as organic or biodynamic, national and regional private sustainability standards have been
created.
§ Until recently, this expansion of sustainability certificates in the wine sector has been more evident in the ‘New World’ producer countries than
in Europe, where advances in sustainability are more linked to public regulations or individual initiatives, rather than to the creation of
standardized programs at national level.
§ The "New World" programmes have been successful in attracting a large number of participants and incorporating educational objectives for
their members; however, they are more flexible in terms of the requirements and measures implemented. It contrasts to the European
certifications, which have more ambitious targets, especially in terms of emission reductions.
§ In addition, all certificates use different management tools, questionnaires, and checklists to assess the level of sustainability, which makes
complex their comparison.
§ Regarding this, parallel to the work and definitions of the International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV), independent alliances and
coalitions have been created, such as the Sustainable Wine Roundtable (SWR), to promote clarity and consensus by developing a global
reference standard for sustainability.
§ To summarize, these certificates provide with guidelines and tools to promote and implement sustainability strategies in the wine sector.
§ Nevertheless, the analysis allows to show the limitations of voluntary certifications to attract a large number of companies. Hence, transforming
the sustainability goals into effective strategies for the agri-food sector is still an undergoing challenge.
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