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Abstract

The BMEL is committed to the development of sustainable and resilient food systems
worldwide and the implementation of the human right to adequate food.

As part of this commitment, BMEL has established the funding instrument “Research
Cooperation for Global Food Security and Nutrition”. The focus of this instrument is on
promoting practice oriented trans- and interdisciplinary research projects. The projects
contribute to generating needs-oriented knowledge and the further development of capa-
cities on the ground. The Federal Office for Agriculture and Food (BLE) acts as project
executing agency.

Funded projects within this scheme strengthen the German contribution to sustainable
food systems in partner countries through agricultural and nutritional research and by
building long-term partnerships between agricultural and nutritional research institutions
in Germany, Africa, South and Southeast Asia.

From BMEL’s perspective, agroecological approaches can contribute significantly to the
transformation process towards more sustainable food systems. Accordingly, agroecolo-
gy forms a central component of the new 2022 call for research proposals on Ïnnovative
Sustainable Production Systems”. In the BMEL-Session, an expert panel will discuss the
various facets and research needs regarding agroecological concepts and practices:

• Dr. Marc Cotter, Senior Scientist, Department of International Cooperation, Group
Resilient Cropping Systems, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL)

• Dr. Amy Faye, Post-Doctoral Researcher, Center for Development Research (ZEF)
• Patricia Nanteza, Science Writer, International Inst. of Tropical Agriculture (IITA)
• Dr. Stefan Sieber, PD Associate Professor, Humboldt University Berlin; Head of De-

partment “Sustainable Land Use in Developing Countries”, Leibniz Centre for Agri-
cultural Landscape Research (ZALF)

With keynote speeches from:

• NN, CropLife Africa Middle East (requested)
• Nivedita Varshneya, Country Director, Welthungerhilfe India
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