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• Climate change is one of the most important economic, social and

environmental threats to human life and to sustainable development

(Kittipongvises & Mino, 2015; Chaudhury, 2017). Although climate change

affects the living conditions of all people, the poor and marginalized groups,

especially rural women, are at greater risk (Davies et al., 2017; Van Aelst &

Holvoet, 2016). There is undeniable evidence around the world that women

are particularly vulnerable during and after sever weather events (Neumayer

& Pluemper, 2007; Lambrou & Piana, 2006).

• Climate change’ belief and risk perception are the preconditions for farmers’

adaptation response (Poortinga et al., 2019; Krkoška Lorencová et al., 2019;

Prokopy et al., 2015; Vainio & Paloniemi, 2013). in addition to

understanding beliefs of climate change as well as perception of risks can

assist decision-makers in supporting publicly preferable adaptation and

mitigation actions (Lujala et al., 2015).

• Therefore, identify the perceptual and cognitive processes of farmers is very

important to encourage adaptation to climate change. There is an

assumption that men and women have different perceptions and

consequently adaptive behaviours. Therefore, gender can be an important

component for understanding the effects of climate change and responding

to it, so there is a need to examine the Beliefs and perceived risks to

climate change from a gender perspective.

• However, there is so far little literature that addresses the gender differences

in beliefs and risk perceptions of climate change in rural areas particularly

south west of Asia. This study examines Beliefs and perceived risks to

climate change among male and female farmers through a qualitative

approach.
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• It is suggested that the necessary training be provided to increase knowledge and

empower women to change their position in society as a key to reducing harm and

vulnerability to climate change.

• To increase women's influence in climate change policy and gender awareness,

gender-sensitive education on climate change and climate change policy at the

local, regional and national levels is also recommended.

• These results can be used as a basis for developing appropriate interventions to

• adapt to climate change in the agriculture sector.

Introduction
Results and Discussion 

• The results showed farmers all acknowledged that climate change had

occurred in their area. Both men and women believed reduced rainfall (20

respondents) and increased temperature (18 respondents) as the main signs

of climate change.

• Men cite increased pests and plant diseases, increased drought, and drying

up river water as other signs of climate change. While women consider the

loss of vegetation in the region and the drying up of groundwater (wells,

aqueducts, springs) as signs of climate change.

• In addition, climate change risk perception has varied by gender. Women

perceived social problems such as loss of agricultural jobs (8 respondents),

migration (6 respondents), and health (4 respondents), however, men mainly

refer to livelihood and economic risks such as reduced access to healthy

food (10 respondents), reduced agricultural yields (7respondents) and the

increase of diseases (6 respondents).

• It seems, most men and women perception the occurrence and risks of

climate change. Although there are similarities in the perceptions of the two

groups, female farmers were mostly afraid of unemployment and the loss of

agriculture, while men were concerned about the probability of declining

incomes.
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