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Abstract

Due to its environmental conditions, Colombia is characterised as one of the countries
with high diversity in the production of passifloras crops in the tropics. Among the fruit
species from this group, passion fruit (Passiflora edulis) stands out for its high demand.
Huila is one of three departments in Colombia with the highest production of this crop,
however, the most predominant management practices for its cultivation have been tradi-
tional, without considering technological recommendations under the One Health approach
(food, human, animal, and ecosystem safety). Therefore, the purpose of this study was to
analyse the management practices of this crop that are employed by producers in the muni-
cipalities of La Plata, Guadalupe, and Suaza in the department of Huila, and consequently
to observe the potential effects and impacts of these traditional technologies. A participa-
tory research process (workshops) was carried out with passion fruit producers in the three
municipalities described above, in addition to inspection visits to the farms producing this
species. The results showed that one of the major limitations of this crop is the high in-
cidence and severity of pests, and consequently, the phytosanitary control implemented
by the farmer is through the inappropriate use of chemical pesticides. Among the impacts
of these practices, farmers report contamination of water sources and soil. Furthermore,
there is evidence of loss of insect pollinators, which has caused the necessity of manual
pollination in this crop. Concerning the quality and safety of the fruit, this does not meet
the requirements to expand its commercialisation at the international level. Another re-
sult to highlight is that because the crop requires a tutoring system of trellising for its
installation, the producers use woody species of the area to carry out this work, which has
caused significant deforestation in areas of protection of water sources. Therefore, despite
the profitability and high demand for this fruit at the national level, some agricultural
practices of the crop have a significant impact on the environment in the study area.
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