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Abstract

With 2030 just ten years away, it seems unlikely that Nigeria meets the Sustainable De-
velopment Goal (SDG) targets for eradication of extreme poverty and hunger. Despite the
huge fisheries resources Nigeria is endowed with, low yield, deplorable state of the fisheries
resources in the country due to human activities, poor data statistics for proper planning
and management especially in the face of climate change effects pervade the fisheries sector
of Nigeria. The article therefore examines the effect of community-based natural resources
management programme on poverty status of fishing households in the riverine areas of
Ondo State, Nigeria. One hundred and twenty respondents were selected using a multi-
stage sampling procedure. Data were collected from the respondents and analysed using a
combination of descriptive statistics, Foster-Greer-Thorbecke (FGT) poverty measure, and
probit regression model. Results of the descriptive statistics revealed that majority of the
fish farmers are females and are in their economically active age, with an average house-
hold size of 6 and 7 for participants and non-participants respectively. FGT results showed
that 35 % of the participants and 47 % of the non-participants respectively fell below the
poverty line. Participants needed 10 % of the poverty line to get out of poverty while the
non-participants needed 15 % of the poverty line to get out of poverty. Poverty was a bit
more severe among non-participants (7 %) than the fish farmers who participated in the
programme (4 %) in the study area. The results of probit regression model revealed that
household size, years of education, share of farm income, access to credit and participati-
on in the community-based natural resources programme are the determinants of poverty
among the respondents. The study recommended that Government should encourage the
non-participants to participate in the community-based natural resource management pro-
gramme and also introduce policies that facilitate increased level of education, increased
access to credit facilities are essential to help reducing poverty among fishing households
in the study area.
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