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Ghana is one of the countries in the world with high rates 
of deforestation. 

In fact, Ghana's deforestation rate, which stands at 2% per 
annum, is higher than the average decline for Africa and 
West Africa, which are 0.62% per annum and 1.17% per 
annum, respectively. 

Now there is a strong emphasis on landscape restoration. 

Taking a cue from the cocoa  sector in Ghana where the 
bulk of Ghana's enviable world record in cocoa production 
is planted by smallholder famers;

it has been argued that plantation development and 
indeed landscape restoration can better be served by 
small-scale farmers as against large-scale developers.

   This study was conducted to;
1. Analyse factors that a�ect the adoption and non-adoption 
    of landscape restoration schemes by smallholder farmers. 

2. Identify best governance practices for enhancing landscape 
    restoration by Small holder farmers.

The results showed that smallholder farmers genuinely 
care about tree planting, but are challenged by factors 
such as pest and diseases, wild�res, lack of capital and high 
transaction cost but low returns from tree planting 
activities (Table 1 and Table 2). 

Policy Makers in Ghana should consider a mix of 
recommendations including giving farmers access to 
credits and markets; pest and disease control and good 
governance to trigger the needed participation in 
landscape restoration schemes by smallholder farmers 
in Ghana.  

These may include equity, e�ciency, e�ectiveness and 
provision of avenues to seek redress for smallholder farmers

Background Results

Objectives

Conclusion & Outlook

Data for the study was collected over a period of three 
months in two communities in the forest transitional zone
of Ghana using mixed methods. 

Data and Methods

Table 1 - Descriptive statistics of factors a�ecting the adoption of tree planting by smallholder farmers 

Table 3 - Analysis of governance of forest plantations schemes involving smallholders in Ghana  

Table 2 - Ranking of the key challenges to small holder forest plantation establishment 
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RESEARCH TOPIC  
Optimizing the 
governance of 
smallholder forest 
plantation schemes for 
forest landscape 
restoration in Ghana 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 

� To assess the factors that influences 
the adoption or non-adoption of forest 
plantation by smallholder farmers in 
Ghana. 

� To assess the institutional framework 
for the governance of forest plantation 
schemes in Ghana 

� Explore models that will make 
smallholder forest plantation schemes 
attractive in Ghana 
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FRAMEWORK 

� Landscape restoration  
� Planation schemes in 

Ghana 
� Forest plantation 

governance  
 
 

DATA COLLECTION 
� Primary and 

secondary 
sources 

� Pilot Survey 
� Questionnaire 

Administration 
� Focus group 

discussion 

 

ANALYSIS 
� Inferential 

statistics 
� Chi square 

test 
� Content 

Analysis 

CONCLUSIONS & 
POLICY 
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� Major 
findings 

� Conclusion 
� Recommend

ations 

STUDY APPROACH & 
METHODOLOGY 

� Case study design 
� Mixed methods; 
� Quantitative & 

Qualitative approaches 
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STUDY AREA  
Case Study of 2 

communities in 
the Sunyani 
Forest District 
(Chiraa and 
Kobide) 
 

 

Conceptual framework of governance used for the study (FAO and PROFOR, 2011) 
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Moreover, respondents prioritised e�ciency (e�cient use 
of �nancial resources), equity (equal access to land by all 
persons) and e�ectiveness as the three most important 
governance issues to be considered in smallholder forest 
plantation development(Table 3).

Sketch of the Research Process


