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Abstract

Since the beginning of the peace negotiations between the Colombian government and
FARC, the country has been experiencing changes in multiple dimensions, bringing along
new environmental, social and political challenges. Deforestation patterns have shown dif-
ferent trends across the country, with some areas decreasing total forest loss while others
showing rapid increases in deforestation. Similarly, conflict, with its many actors and ex-
pressions has changed both geographically and in intensity. Experts believe that both the
causes and effects of conflict and deforestation are highly interrelated, with common fac-
tors such as land tenure and rights, economic opportunities, state presence, rule of law,
among others. Aware of the commonalities, government officials and stakeholders have
promoted sustainable agricultural value chains as approaches to tackle both phenomena
simultaneously, assuming that increasing incomes, market access, productivity and welfa-
re may help in reconstructing the social tissue and, with the right mechanisms, reducing
pressure on forests. In that sense, the cocoa value chain has been proposed as one of the
main alternatives by the international cooperation, private investors and the public sector.

In this research, we provide evidence on the potential of the cocoa value chain to contri-
bute in both dimensions. For this, we conducted a spatial analysis to understand the current
relationship of cocoa production, deforestation and conflict in Colombia. Additionally, we
analysed the narratives and perspectives of 30 key stakeholders on what they consider
the role of the cocoa value chain as a tool to for peacebuilding and forest conservation.
We found that there is no significant spatial relationship between cocoa production and
deforestation, nor between cocoa production and conflict. We also found that the majority
of stakeholders interviewed believe that cocoa is not a driver of deforestation, but instead
can become a reforestation tool through agroforestry systems, and a conservation tool as
an economic safeguard in buffer zones for high conservation values. Similarly, they believe
that it has a role in peacebuilding as a means for cooperativism, increasing rural incomes
and providing licit economic opportunities, nevertheless, there is a broad agreement that
this can only be achieved if the productive activity becomes a “profitable business”.
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