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INTRODUCTION

The age long village chicken in Africa played a prominent role in the past in the tradition, culture, economy and ways of life of the people.
However, the introduction of exotic breeds of chicken has shifted attention of the people to the fast growing, bigger sized, softer and less
testy exotic breeds. This has resulted in neglect of the village chicken and the fear of extinction of the species in the South - South part of
Nigeria.

This paper analyses the development and integration of the local village chicken into the production stream in Nigeria with a view to stem
thetide of neglectandreductioninthe population of the breed. It also analyses the possibility of investmentsinresearch forthe local breeds
to compete with the exotic breeds and improve the traits and profit.

METHODOLOGY

The paper collected data from 120 poultry farmers in South — South Nigeria that keep '
exotic breeds of chicken and 80 farmers that keep the village chicken. Information was

obtained on the cost and returns of production as well as special characteristics of the two

breeds. Special interview sessions were also held with researchers on poultry breeding in

the area. Data collected were analysed using simple percentages, T tests analysis and

Frequency rankings.

RESULTS Areas of Village Chicken Improvement
Results show that the village chicken has some areas that need improvement and has Housing

comparative advantage in many other areas Feeding
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3. Gene of parents

4. Protection from predators
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. Joint hatching and brooding
Size of birds

Areas of Comparative advantage for
Village Chicken
1. Incubation and hatching of chicks
without assistance
Resistance to disease conditions
More tasty meat
. Can source for food from surroundings
Initial investment cost is low
Returns on investment is high

Significant difference in the following areas

RECOMMENDATIONS

- More cross breeding to select and improve traits on the local chicken. SN | Significant area L.e ve.': of
- Increase production through investments to boost local chicken population : Coct ?:,Zm L
- Encouraging production through the inclusion of the village chicken in 5 Profit 504
grants, empowerment and sustainability programmes to stem the extinction g Output 504
tide. 4 Size of birds/aae 1%
- Increased enlightenment campaign on the extinction tide and benefits of the BIE Disease resistance 1%
village chicken. 6 Number of eaas per bird 5%
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