Analysis of Smallholder Vegetable Production

Systems in the Bolivian Highlands

Laura Kuonen', Ingrid Fromm!, Franz Miralles?
1Bern University of Applied Sciences, School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences, Switzerland 2 Swisscontact Bolivia
Contact: laura.kuonen@bfh.ch

Context Objective

The harsh climatic conditions in the Bolivian 1y study had the goal to analyse and describe the

Highlands do not provide good conditions 1o | ¢majiholder vegetable production systems in the
produce vegetables and often small-scale production Highlands of the department of La Paz, Bolivia. It
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of the biggest markets in Bolivia and there is a rising | ;5 et system.

demand for vegetables. But detailed information
about these producers is scarce.
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Conclusion

The demand for vegetables in Bolivia is growing and the production in greenhouses and on the open field in
the Highlands of Bolivia has potential to respond to this demand. Nevertheless, the low mechanization level,
the high use of pesticides and the differences between the two production systems need to be taken into
consideration if further action in this sector should be initiated.
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