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Systems Through Animal Welfare Practices
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Background Research Approach
v Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) are procedures to obtain agricultural products, pursuing

sustainability in the social, environmental and economic aspect. In Good Dairy Practices (GDP) the .

aim is sustainable milk production L4
v Animal welfare (AW) is a main topic for GDP. It has a direct impact on growth, reproduction and
production rates, leading to a superior animal performance Information

v Ethical animal handling, sanitary safety, quality of dairy products and environmentally friendly

practices are new consumers and market demands, that challenge dairy farming "

v Traditional milking practices, low milk yields, adverse environmental conditions, misuse of natural
resources and poor infrastructure of small dairy farmers, obstruct good quality and constant milk

system, scoring from 1 (very potentials are described
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« Poor knowledge of good farming and good milking practices
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To maintain an acceptable
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for each generation

Disease prevention
and control

To overcome the limits
imposed by microbial and

Reproductive

invertebrate pests

To ensure herds can replace
themselves in the future and
to enhance productivity

Figure 3. Dairy farm main activities to improve productivity and profits based on GDP
and animal welfare - Source: (Doyle and Moran, 2015)

Based on these main dairy farmmg
activities described
Moran, 2015; The GDP descﬂbed
by FAO - International Dairy
Federation, 2011 and “The guide to
the good animal welfare” by
International Dairy Federation,
2008, a system of parameters and
indicators was designed to analyze
the farms performance in 7
different components and to identify

Conclusions and Recommendations

Next Steps

Implementation of animal

health and welfare

measures, GDP and
adequate farm
management

Development of

Tasks:

 Guidance for the appropriate use of animal health, milk
handllng and production techmques

the region

economical aspects

veterinarian and technical

assistance

of agi practices in

* Supervision of the well functioning of producers
associations in management, technical, social, and

Means:

« Low awareness of animal welfare

+ High dependence on environmental conditions
« Lack of veterinarian assistance

« Lack of farm records

« General deficiencies in farm management

Constraints
.

+ Producers associations and cooperatives
" « Diversification of products and organic production

Main , * Environmentally important areas inside the farms
Potentials « Extension Groups with the willingness to transfer technology

constraints and potentials for 7 N .
animal welfare and GDP. Figure 5. o + Good community-based management through different associations
/ inside the Micro-Watersheds. -
“Figure 6. Main ints and Pc dairy systems for to adopt animal welfare

* Milk quality and milking routines assessment.
Execution of tests for mastitis. Implementation of
animal health programs
« Educative programs and workshops about best
farming practices - Educative material distribution

ials of
measures and GDP - ltalva, Rio de Janeiro State - Brazil

v The application of AW practices represent a useful method to alleviate the constraints of small dairy farmers
to accomplish the standards established by legislations, consumers and market, while protecting the
environment

v It is important to promote a change of inappropriate habits and procedures of small dairy farmers using
technical support and guidance along the production process for the implementation of AW and GDP measures
v The small dairy farmers associations, their willingness to improve and good community-based management,
are their strongest potentials. These are the characteristics that give them the resources to compete and to
achieve enduring acces to a more and more demanding market
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