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INTRODUCTION

Valuation of ecosystem services is one of the most effective ways to focus on
these services and to help planners adopt appropriate approaches to sustain
these services. Although organic farming concentrates on maintaining and
protecting the ecological balances of agro-ecosystems, the share of organic
agriculture is insignificant in Iran (less than 1%). Therefore, the present study
aims to evaluate the value of agro-ecosystem services under two different
conditions - conventional and organic management - in Fariman city
locating in northeastern Iran.
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Table 3. The amount and estimated prices of required factors for valuating ecosystem
services in conventional and organic wheat farms
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sults illustrate that the value of non-market services rises along with the
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Figures: The farms

CONCLUSIONS

This study showed tl‘t organic
provide more ecosystem services, especiall -market services, in comparison

with conventional systems. However, in somﬁses, loss of yield and market value
reduced the total value of organic agricultural services, but it should be noted that

the movement towards organic and sustainable farming provides both -market
services as well as market services such as enwronmental protection and heal
food production.
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