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Abstract

In the Andes of Peru, farmers grow hundreds of varieties of native potatoes, both for their
own use and for the markets. The native varieties have an inestimable genetic value. The
demand for native potatoes is increasing, but productivity is low. This is mainly due to lack
of quality seed. Diaconia (www.diaconiaperu.org), a social work of the Lutheran Church in
Peru, provides assistance in the cultivation of native potatoes for producer associations in
the Peruvian Andes in the Provincia de Huamalies, Departmento de Hudnuco, at 4000 m
altitude.

In interactive workshops, farmers specify their problems in growing potatoes in writing
and organise them according to importance. In theoretical classes and in field practices,
we clarify the problems.

Conclusion from the workshops - among others: Agriculture requires training throughout
lifetime.
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