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OUR In the past decade, in Argentina, public policies have
promoted family farming with the aim of
PROJECT contributing to local food provision and food

context of land management. Our research goal is to analyze
territorial processes which result from the interaction between
public policies, resistance practices which resignify or challenge
sovereignty. However, these policies have been implemented in them, and predominant spatial representations, concerning family
areas in which different forms of capital (related to agriculture, real farming, food production and land management. Our analysis
estate and tourism) impose restrictions regarding both family focuses on case studies in different Argentinean provinces.
farmers’ resource usage and their alternative ways of production
and commercialization. These issues tend to be discussed in the
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Additional
information
218,868 small
family farms (66%
of all farms)
occupy 13% of the
country’s agricultural
surface. (23,196,642
hectares).
857 land
conflicts in the
country involve
9,293,233 ha and
63,843 families.
Family farming
creates 53% of
rural jobs and
contributes the following
types of produce: oilseeds,
legumes, vegetables,
aromatic plants, cattle,
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MENDOZA
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In the province of Mendoza,
different associative
economic activities and
t h e d e m o c r a t i c
management of what is known
as “social economy” have been
taking place for over 15 years.
One example is the Union of
Landless Rural Workers (UST), a
peasant-based social
organization born in 2002,
whose political slogans focus
around comprehensive agrarian
reform and food sovereignty.
Their main obstacle is a lack of
access to land and water, which
they dispute with different
agents of capital. As a form of
grassroots resistance, the
organization has developed
different kinds of spatial
practices, such as the creation
of primary and industrial centers
for producing food which is then
sold through fair trade circuits
across Argentina. This case
study shows that building these
alternative economic circuits is
important for the UST’s ongoing
struggle.
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CONCEPTS
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Parque Pereyra Iraola
(outskirts of Buenos Aires).

Territorialities (Raffestin)
Historically situated ways in which a group
or an individual appropriates a portion of
space, both materially (through concrete actions)
and symbolically (through discourses,
representations, etc.). Territorialities change
throughout time; also, at any given moment, there
can also be disputes between actors who seek to
impose their own territoriality on the same place or
area.
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Misiones: conservation and
family farming.

Spatial Representations
The material and symbolic dimensions of
space are closely related: notions and
representations regarding any given space
influence their material construction. Public
policies are based on points of view concerning
territory, subjects and resources which must be
unpacked in order to understand them more fully
and to base discussion on critical terms.
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BUENOS AIRES
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Misiones: Territories and
conflicts between family farmers’
organizations and the State.

Territory(Sack)

Our research is based on a theoretical perspective which accounts
for the contradictory and conflictive process of spatial production
and the political-ideological character of land management: which
is the desired order? what representations of space are enforced?
what other “managements” arise from social organizations?
These questions are key for understanding the disputes and
strategies of different actors aiming to impose their projects in
each place. Our case studies show that state policies tend to
reaffirm a territorial (economic, political and environmental) order
which creates pressure on family farming, and its capacity to

In the northeast of
Misiones, a part of food
production is carried out
by family farmers’ organizations
which fight for land tenure
against forestry and livestock
enterprises. Regarding this
demand, they take actions to
strengthen their presence on
t h e i r t e r r i t o r y, s u c h a s
diversifying and collectively
organizing production and
using native seeds. The main
conflict is that the State, while
promoting food production
through policies and programs,
imposes requirements
regarding the regularization of
land tenure, although it does not
have a strategy for solving that
problem nor an active policy to
stop the processes of land
concentration in the hands of
companies. This case study
shows that some State policies
are a form of territorial control
aimed at reproducing an
unequal and concentrated
agricultural structure, following
company interests.

Legend
Heteronomous practices
by the State and capital
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Social Economy in Mendoza.

Exportation

Evictions

Commodities

Land
privatization

Large-scale mining

Property
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Resistance and
alternative practices

Conservationism
Family farming
Water disputes
Fair trade

Spatial practices (Souza)

Delimited spatial area on which individuals
or groups try, through different mechanisms
of power exercise, to influence, affect or control
people and processes that take place in that space
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The Paraná rainforest,
which is under
environmental protection,
covers one-third of the province
of Misiones. The conservation of
nature (closely related to
tourism) entails new challenges
and tensions for family farming,
especially with regards to land
access. In Cabureí, an area near
the Iguazú National Park, a
group of small farmers --who are
in the midst of a struggle for
their land-- are attempting to
develop new types of
production as an alternative to
tobacco. Although the State is
implementing policies for
“sustainable” food production
by family farmers in order to sell
it in Iguazú's tourist market,
these farmer's presence in this
area is challenged by several
actors --including some related
to the State-- who question their
rights to land. This case study
shows how different
representations surrounding
nature come into contention,
influencing the material
production of space and its
conflicts.

Parque Pereyra Iraola is a
peri-urban park created in
1949 with the double aim
of preserving forestland
and promoting small-scale
horticulture which would
provide food for the growing
population of Buenos Aires. In
t h e 1 9 9 0 s , h o w e v e r, t h e
presence of farmers within its
limits began to be challenged
by state officials and mass
media. This can be linked both
to the rise of environmental
concerns and to the presence
of real-estate interests in the
area (the eviction of the park’s
inhabitants would facilitate
land privatization). In response
to accusations of polluting the
park, the farmers’ strategy has
been to adopt agroecological
practices. This case study
shows how different
territorialities have replaced
one another in this space
through disputes concerning
accepted land usage.
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We define them as the social actions in
which spatiality (spatial organization,
territoriality and “sense of place”) is a clear and
prominent component of an organization’s
strategies, forms of expression and/or objectives

Conflicts
with the State

Local farmers
market

Conflicts with
tourism

Horticulture

Other large-capital
practices
Soybean
monoculture

Associative
labor
Agroecology
Afforestation

Fumigations
Deforestation

Grassroots
organization

produce food in a sustained manner,
by hindering both their access to QUESTIONS AND
land and the construction of
ALTERNATIVES
alternative markets. Different social
organizations, through everyday resistance, experiment with
practices which tend to disrupt that order materially (developing
alternative productions and ways of trading) and symbolically
(building other ideas and representations around space and its
possible management).
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