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Abstract

Governments in sub-Saharan Africa have devised a number of agricultural interventions
to stimulate economic development. One of such interventions is the presidential cassava
initiative (PCI) in Nigeria, implemented during the period 2002-2010. The intervention
aimed at promoting cassava production, alleviating rural poverty and promoting national
food security. Although there are claims about the positive outcomes of this interventi-
on, there is limited empirical evidence to prove the extent to which the intervention has
impacted on cassava production and food security. Therefore, this study examined the
impact of the intervention on productivity of cassava and its implications on food security
and economic development using a system of multivariate linear regression models. Smith
and Blundell approach was used to address endogeneity problems in the food security and
food production models. The study employed a time series data from 1961-2013. The time
series data consisted of cassava production, land area under cassava production, fertiliser,
agricultural machinery, food production index and food adequacy index. Food adequacy
index was used as a proxy for food security. The empirical findings from the study showed
that the implementation of presidential cassava initiative increased cassava productivity
by 17.6 %. Moreover, fertiliser application and agricultural mechanisation were found to
promote production of cassava. Food production in general appeared to have gone higher
during the period of PCI. The food production in turn increased the national food security
level. The main conclusion drawn from the study is that government interventions that seek
to promote agricultural development are critical to enhancing national food production,
food security and economic development as a whole.
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