Introduce some oilseed crops to the Egyptian Agricultural Sector is one of the Strategies for oil gap reduction
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Egypt's production of edible vegetable oils has been suffering from several problems tended to sharp reduction in the oil production. Egypt's total production of oilseed crops has been declining sharply in the last two decades, which resulted in lower self-sufficiency rates thus higher imports of edible vegetable oils where the imported oil percentage reach to more than 95 % of oil consumption. As for domestic production of oilseed crops, the most important of which are cotton, soybean and sunflower, total production of these crops are dropped as a result to the reduction in cultivated area from these crops. The huge gap between the oil production and consumption can reduce by different ways one of these ways is introduction of non-traditional oilseed crops to the Egyptian agriculture sector i.e. Camelina, Canola, Crambe and Cuphea where this  oil crops have many advantages, the oil seed content for number of these crops reach to 45-50%, tolerant to biotic and abiotic stresses, the productivity of these crops is high comparison with other oil crops which already cultivated in Egypt and many of these crops cultivated in environment requirements similar to the Egyptian environmental conditions also can grow in low fertility and marginal soils where these crops can be cultivated in new reclaimed sandy soils and in low quality soils so no competition between these crops and other strategic major crops such as cotton, wheat, rice, corn, clover and sugarcane on the limited old soils and from other side these crops have many benefits in the oil and fatty acids composition use to the human health.
Kay word: Camelina, Canola, Crambe, Cuphea, Oilseed crops
