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Abstract

As more than half of the world population is already living in urban areas and since several
locations in Asia are among the fast urbanizing part of the globe, it is highly inevitable to ensure
better environmental conditions to secure health and wellbeing of dwellers in these high density
urban agglomerations. The multiple environmental determinants of health operating in such
environs are also reported to adversely affect human health as well as leads to development of
several chronic and lethal diseases impacting human health and longevity. The reports of various
studies in the domain have already identified the strong linkage between the operation of various
environmental determinants and disease prevalence in urban areas. Several cities have dealt with
the unprecedented wave of urbanization in differing degrees and in many a cases the scenarios
resulted in heavy environmental pollution, poor urban sanitation, high incidences of diseases
linked to environmental pollution, water quality, etc. In several of the instances, the causes
behind negative operation of various environmental determinants have been linked to poor
environmental governance. In the current paper we have attempted to approach the issue by
analysing the urban environmental governance prevailing in two of the actively expanding cities
in South Asia fraught significantly with environmental pollution viz. Dhaka and New Delhi. In
the case analysis we have approached the scenario analysis with the principles of good
governance and attempted to describe the prevailing governance patterns in the study cities as
well as made suggestions for further improvement of governance model for urban environmental
pollution management. The output of the current study is expected to find potential applications
for improvement of urban environmental governance in urban agglomerations with similar
features while contributing to the owverall mission of securing urban health as well as knowledge
holding in the domain.
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