Transformation of Land Rights as Instrument for Conservation?

A Case Study from Para, Brazil

Michaela Meurer M.A.

PhD Student, Philipps-University of Marburg, Department for Cultural and Social Anthropology
DeutschhausstraBBe 3, 35032 Marburg, Germany . e-mail: michaela.meurer@posteo.de

Background

: "f‘-"i" '1:{
; RESER‘JA EXTRATWISTA
s TAPA) os ARAPIUHS

In 1998, the Brazilian State established the Resex Tapajos-Arapiuns
with the aim to preserve the rainforest from deforestation by logging
companies and secure the local populations way of life (Extrativismo).
In 2013, the responsible board of administration (Conselho Deliberativo)
approved an agreement for sustainable exploitation in the Resex.
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Map of Santarém region.

Planned land tenure

e Land tenurial: state - Rights of use: local polulation
e Farming on fixed individual sites

e Responsible for management: Conselho Deliberativo

Existing land tenure

e Land tenurial: state - Rights of use: local polulation
e Shifting cultivation on communities common land

e Community-based management

e

Particular Causes of Deforestation in West-Para

Construction of infrastructure
(National highway BR-163, ports in Santarem
and Miritituba, dams in the upper Tapajos river)
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Commercial logging
(partial illegal)

Landreform settlements
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Lading port for grain in Santarém.

Extensive monocultures
(particularly soy production)

International demand
for export products
(e.g. soybeans)

= Large-scale cattle ranching

Local shifting
cultivation

niing s -l Tax incentives

Source: Colorpix.be.

Extensive monoculture along the Highway BR-163.

Deforestation occurs either without relation to land ownership or resulting
from privatisation of land (e.g. in the case of soy production). However the
Conselho Deliberativo decided for privatisation to establish sustainable use
of natural resources and against the existing community-based management
with collective instead of individual property rights. Why?

Assumptions Further Research Questions

e Which ontological conceptions of man and nature

Decisions for different conservation strategies aren't
define the world view of involved stakeholders?

merely two approaches to deal with todays
environmental problems. Furthermore they reflect
underlying contradictive paradigms concerning the
perception of world, man, nature, and their relationship.
Therefore these ontological conceptions have to be

e Which of these paradigms win recognition and why?

Methods

~ 7 Conselho Deliberativo.

e Which influence over conservation strategies do they have?

considered in discussions about environmental
conservation.
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Case study through qualitative interviews with participating
stakeholders, group discussions and participant observation.

PhD Project developed in the Research Project (HA 5957/4-1): Deforestation of tropical
rainforest in peripheral areas distant to government control in the Brazilian Amazon:
environment relations, power configurations and strategies of local actors.
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