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Abstract

Mixed crop and livestock production is common to most smallholder farming systems
in developing countries. The farmers in Ethiopia depend substantially on crop residues of
cereal and pulse crops to meet the nutritive requirements for maintenance, growth, draft
and lactation of their livestock, especially during the dry seasons when pasture for grazing
and naturally occurring fodders are scarce. Farmers mix pulse crop residues (chickpea,
lentils, faba bean, field peas) with cereal straws (teff, barley and wheat) and store them for
up to one year. Pulse crops are used to augment the nutritive value of the cereal straws.
However, there is limited and scanty information on farmers’ perceptions on crop residues
utilisation and management.

The objectives of this study is to assess perceptions of smallholder farmers on the utilisa-
tion of residues from pulse crops as livestock feed by collecting baseline information on the
type and quantities of crop residues produced, the extent of utilisation, farmer preferences
for pulse crop types and varieties for livestock feeding, feeding strategies, management and
conservation practices as well as related constraints. Past and current trends over the last
5 years will be discussed.

Potential opportunities based on farmer preference studies and trade-off analyses will be
documented. The overall information collected from this study will help in identifying the
most important paradigm changes of pulse residue usage by farmers including collection,
storage, upgrading and feeding and lead researchers and development workers to more
holistic approaches to design appropriate and sustainable interventions in livestock feeding
in the perspective of farmers and the total mixed crop-livestock farming system.
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