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Abstract

Feeding the world, eradicating absolute poverty and keeping both people and the planet
healthy dominate the global development agenda as the challenges presented by a popula-
tion of almost 10 billion people by mid-century loom ever closer. While the large roles of
agriculture and agricultural science in addressing such global challenges are increasingly
recognised, the specific roles of animal agriculture and related sciences are commonly un-
der-appreciated or neglected entirely. This despite all the evidence showing that the biggest
opportunities regarding not just adequate food production but also mitigating hunger, en-
suring balanced nutrition, ending poverty, balancing equity, averting public health threats
and sustaining our environmental resources all relate intimately to the livestock sector.
This presentation will make the case that the growth and transformation of smallholder
livestock systems in developing countries is one of the biggest opportunities for creating a
more nourished, healthy, environmentally sound/balanced and equitable world. The pre-
sentation will set out the global livestock research issues impinging on major development
challenges facing the world. It will further explore the new opportunities for translating
livestock research knowledge into practical development solutions to ensure that science-
based solutions result in outcomes and impacts at significant scale.
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