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Abstract

The study aimed to study strategies of El-Kababish camel herders to cope with adverse
climate conditions in North Kordofan State, Sudan. A total of 122 farmers owing 10,386
heads were randomly selected and a semi-structured questionnaire was applied in 4 dif-
ferent areas (Sodary, Jabra, Umgrfa and Almuwelih) dominated by camel herders. The
results indicated that 59% of camel farmers were owners, while 41 % were shepherds. Illi-
teracy among camel owners and shepherd was 49 % and 56 %, respectively. Camel herders
divided their camels in small herds with an average size of 85 ± 37.2 heads which were
distributed into different regions as a mean of avoiding diseases and nutritional crises. Her-
ders tended to keep high percentages of breeding females (74.2 %) while breeding males
amounted for 25.2 % in the different herds. The majority of herders (49.2%) were found
to rear camels only while some herders raised sheep and goats separately besides camels.
Seasonal migration to the northern and southern parts of the state lasted on average 6
± 1.2 months, depending on the availability of water and pasture. The watering interval
was long during winter and short during summer which enabled wide utilisation of ran-
geland. Castration of males was practised for fattening purposes by 40% of the farmers.
The interviewees reported the presence of twelve camel diseases, and local knowledge was
extensively practised to combat diseases.
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