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“Development on the margin”
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Abstract

Women represent half of the world population, and play a considerable role in both pro-
ductive and reproductive activities in developing countries. However, their roles in agri-
cultural production and food security are underestimated. Accordingly, this study aims at
assessing the role of women in agricultural production and food security in North Kordofan
state of Sudan. For the purpose of this study both primary and secondary data were used.
The primary data were collected using structural questionnaire with 90 respondents, while
secondary data were collected from different relevant sources. After data collection and
clearing, descriptive statistics were employed as a method of analysis. The results revealed
that women contribute 74 percent of the monthly agricultural income, 65 percent of the
monthly household income, 62 of the total labour work for both food and cash crops and
65 percent of the household activities other than agriculture. Moreover, women work 45
percent greater than men, as they work for 14 hours per day while men work only for 8
hours. Women role in agricultural and food security should highly be acknowledged and
their multiple roles in agricultural production, food security and house activities should
fairly be accounted for in household and national statistics. Moreover, removal of the main
obstacles facing women, such as lack of access to agricultural resources and services, is cru-
cial. This can be achieved by reviewing and re-orienting government policies. Accordingly,
women income will increase, their contribution to agricultural production will expand and
their household’s lives will improve and hence household food security will be realised.
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