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Abstract 
Agrobiodiversity or agricultural biodiversity is a relatively new topic that has only within last decade come to the fore as an issue worthy of attention. It includes the diversity of animals, plants and microorganisms which are necessary to sustain function and structure of agroecosystems. The maintenance and use of agrobiodiversity relies on extensive indigenous knowledge, which address aspect such as cultivation practices and genetic resource management. Agrobiodiversity is affected by environmental and socio-cultural changes. Traditional farmers in allover of the Iran rely on agrobiodiversity as an integral part of their production systems, but in lower potential zone, they actively manage biodiversity on farm. In Iran many of poor traditional communities are rich in biological diversity and have grate knowledge of biodiversity conservation. Indigenous peoples and traditional communities often possess a conservation ethic which developed from living in particular ecosystem. Among the subsistence farmers, agrobidiversity represent the foundation of food security. In subsistence oriented production system of Iran farmers must grow a wide range of crop to meet nutritional and other needs. Some production systems, such as home gardens, intercropping and agropastoralism can achieve high level of biodiversity. Also many indigenous methods of agricultural management such as residual management, minimum tillage and manure application have important role in increasing biodiversity of soil microorganisms. The objective of this study was a better understanding of interaction between agrobiodiversity and knowledge of Iranian traditional farmers (mainly in the west and center of Iran) and introducing these examples for successful locally-based natural resources management in other parts of the world which may have similar conditions. 
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