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ABSTRACT

The study examined the socio economic importance of honey (A non timber forest product) in Ondo State Nigeria. This was done with the aid of questionnaires. The source of honey, revenue derived from honey by the rural dwellers and the level of consumption of honey and its added value were examined. Data collected were analysed using descriptive statistics (i.e. such as Frequency Table and Bar chart). The result revealed that 100% of the respondents have used honey in one way or the other with 41.3% of the respondents claiming that they have used honey to cure diseases, 12% responded that they use honey to spice food, 5.3% of the respondents claiming its major usefulness to them as being a source of income to them and the remaining 22.7% claiming that they are using horny for prayer in naming ceremony. It was further revealed that   73.3% of respondent claimed that they purchase their honey from the village market, while 22.7% reported  that they get their honey directly from apiary without the involvement of middle men service is while the remaining proportion were getting their honey from hawker and supermarket.  It was discovered that the highest sales of honey fall between the month of October and December which concise within the highest period of honey production.  It was further discovered that all income group participate in sales and uses of honey and that average monthly revenue from sales of honey varies and ranges between five thousand and thirty thousand naira per month depending on the capital level of individuals. It was also revealed that the level of consumption of honey is very high in Ondo state as a whole with 100% of respondents confirming that they  used honey and it has being  a good source of income for them thereby improving the standard of  living of the rural dwellers.
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