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Abstract



Indigenous cattle production in Northern Vietnam is kept in different feeding systems. Many organisations have initiated cattle projects causing a quick increasing of cattle population. However, cattle sub-sector still remains under-developed that might be attributed to illegal import, poor position in marketing chains, and production methods. A large import beef has done to fill the gap of demand. This study is conducted in Bac Kan province to understand development trend of cattle market and changing cattle feeding systems to support smallholders need, to adapt to these changes and to improve sustainable livelihood. A qualitative analysis was implemented by secondary data, group discussion among 97 cattle farmers, and key person interview.
Cattle marketing and distribution in Vietnam is still simple; cattle products are traded by traditional markets. Besides, there has been an increasing interest of consumers in consumption of foods in supermarkets. The expansion of modern retail structures will grow fast due to economic growth, increasing consumption diversification, and ‘westernization of diet’. Thus, cattle producers will have to match their production with new marketing and distribution trend in the future. 
Cattle feeding systems are gradually changing in the context of allocation of arable land, limited pasture land, explosion of population, and market orientation. A cut & carry system seems to be a perspective system to meet these, but still slowly applied, required more resources, and small-scale. 
Different strategies should be implemented including building farmer interest groups; capacity building; introducing techniques and modality of cut & carry system, feed storage techniques and modalities; supporting breed improvement and grass production; building agreements among neighbouring countries to limit illegal trading and reduce competition of farmers in importing products; providing regulation for quality control of products in markets to support cattle farmers  to be linked successfully to modern supply chains in the future. Cattle producers should also understand consumers’ product quality requirement and actively join in distribution system.
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