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Non-timber forest plantations and regional development: The case of Ekondo-titi sub-region, Cameroon.
Abstract

Africa, south of the Sahara didn’t gain her independence without inheriting some social structures and institutions. Non-timber forest plantations are one of such legacies handed over to most developing countries that were under colonial administration which still remains a major source of employment and income to the state. Pamol Plantations Plc is a state owned parastetal and the second largest employer in the South West Region after the Cameroon Development Corporation (CDC). The present day Pamol Plantations were left behind by the Germans with oil palm, rubber (in Ekondo-titi region) and oil palm, rubber, tea and banana on the foot slope of Mount Cameroon (the then Victoria). Oil palm and rubber products such as palm oil and latex from the rubber stand at high demand in the international market. Small-holders (out growers) schemes have developed along-side individual ownership of plantations of oil palms and rubber. The crops are bought by Pamol and then process into palm oil which are then supplied to neighbouring countries like Gabon, Equatorial Guinea. Before the dawn of independence, this region had mostly foot path and a major road that linked it to the Major port in Douala. Today, the major road has been extended to accommodate heavy duty vehicles while foot path have been developed into secondary roads. The provision of pipe-borne water and a health unit in Lobe Estate doesn’t benefit only the plantation workers but also the neighbouring villages. Settlements such as Bekora, Lipenja, that started as plantation camps for workers have now developed into villages. This region now has a population of 55,000 people as of the November 2005 Population and Housing Census which was predicted to reach 100,000 by 2025. Surrounding regions like Mbonge and Mundemba have not been able to meet-up with current development when compared to Ekondo-titi region which also enjoys a good communication by water transport to Nigeria.
