ABSTRACT

Feed cost alone accounts for about 60-80% of the total cost of broiler production (Agbede and Aletor, 2003). The use of non-conventional feed ingredients with high nutritive value has been shown to reduce the pressure on conventional feed ingredients to some extent. Leaf meals are gaining acceptance as feedstuff in poultry diet and satisfactory performance have been reported of various leaf meals tested in the diet of some classes of poultry birds (Ige et al, 2006). It was against this background that an experiment was designed to determine the feed intake and nutrient digestibility of broiler finisher fed dried pawpaw leaves as supplement. Sixty 5-week old broilers were used for the study that lasted for 28 days. The sixty birds were assigned to four dietary treatments with fifteen birds per treatment in a completely Randomized Design. Each treatment was replicated thrice. Four broiler finisher diets were formulated. Pawpaw leaf meal (PLM) was incorporated at levels of 2.5, 5.0 and 7.5% in Diets 2, 3, and 4, respectively. Diet 1 had no PLM and served as the control. Results showed that the effect of treatments on the final body weight and daily weight gain were not significant (P>0.05). However, there were significant differences (P<0.05) among treatments on daily feed intake, feed conversion ratio and protein efficiency ratio. Birds on the control had a daily feed intake of 121 g d-1 which differed significantly (P<0.05) from the 156 g d-1, 155 g d-1 and 146 g d-1  observed for birds fed Diets 2, 3 and 4, respectively. The result of apparent nutrient digestibility revealed that the dry matter, crude fibre and ether extract digestibility were significantly different (P<0.05) while that of CP protein digestibility was not. The result indicated that Diet 2 with 2.5% level of PLM inclusion differed significantly (P<0.05) from the control but not from Diets 3 and 4 in terms of feed intake and apparent nutrient digestibility. The result of this study therefore showed that PLM could be used as supplement in broiler finisher diet at 2.5% level of inclusion.      
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