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Abstract
Key to agricultural contribution to GDP is proper water management. Agricultural Water Management (AWM) is “the holistic management of water for agriculture (crops, trees, livestock) in the continuum from rainfed systems to irrigated agriculture”.

The majority of the population in Southern Africa is rural based. They depend on agriculture. The Key issue is therefore that their agriculture depends on rainfall, which is unreliable, affecting the GDP. 

The big Question is therefore do we have enough water to grow enough food to meet future demands? 

Limpopo province has 171 irrigation schemes. About 51 200 ha are under the small holder irrigation scheme. Average size of plots is 1.2 ha. 

The majority of these Schemes use the flood irrigation technology that comprises short furrows. Source of irrigation is river diversion. Lined canals are used to convey irrigation water and field application is via short furrows. Scheduling is organized in blocks.

Water is regarded as dividing line between poverty and prosperity.  We undertook a study to access the impacts of the efforts made by the government of South Africa to provide irrigation facilities to small-scale farmers. Poverty related findings that came out of the study are presented in this paper. The findings show that providing water to small-scale farmers for irrigation purposes enhances food security and improves their participation in the economy. 

Small scale irrigation schemes in Limpopo are a practical demonstration that the government of South Africa understands the interrelationship between water and poverty.
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