RURAL TOURISM: THE CASE OF GERMANIC ROUTE IN THE CITY OF TEUTÔNIA – BRAZIL
Abstract:

This study aims to report and focus critically a experience that search the rural development: the tourist route called Germanic Route, from the city of Teutonia, located in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. The Rural Tourism, as economic activity represents an opportunity to create new alternatives for the rural development, referring to actions and initiatives undertaken to improve the quality of life of the rural communities, as well as for local development, characterized by the prominence of local actors in the formulation of strategies, in making economic decisions and in their implementation. The study methodology consisted in the reading and analyzing the statute of the Germanic Route, minutes, records of research and divulgation material, interviews with extensionist of EMATER-RS and with representatives of the Department of Culture, Tourism and Sports of Teutonia.

The city of Teutonia has a population of, approximately, 25,000 inhabitants, being the basis of its economy the agriculture characterized by a diversified and small land ownership, with emphasis on milk production and cultivation of corn and soybeans.
The Germanic Route Association was founded in October 2001 and emerged as a result of various trainings, meetings, technical visits, total quality, specific content courses, and tourism development programs. It was the first Tourism Route from the Region. It currently has 14 tourism enterprises, of which 13 are located in rural areas.
It was found that the Germanic Route Association has shown positive results regarding to the dissemination of the tourism activity in the city, region and state, attracting tourists from various places, including foreigners. The activity succeeded to leverage the sales of colonial products, and often, the income of farmers involved in Rural Tourism. But also there is a lack of continuity in the initiatives and strategies for development of this activity in the transition from one government to another, being directly influenced by the interests of political parties that hold power, hurting the good performance of the activity. Thus, rural tourism in Teutonia can be considered a recent activity, therefore, lies in the testing phase, ie, has important challenges ahead.
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