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The Indian nomadic forest dwellers ‘Van Gujjars’ are   tribals whose entire livelihood and cultural identity is based  on buffalo husbandry and forests. Interestingly, these vegetarian muslim own sizeable  number of cattle, however, the productivity of their  non descript  animal is very low and they face huge  fodder scarcity . To offer sustainable path of feeding  fodder for their buffalo herds has made them traditional homeless pastoralist , living in the foot hills of Himalayas  during the winter months, where their buffalo feed on lopped tree fodder, and in the Himalayan alpine pastures at heights of up to 3000 meter above mean sea-level during the summers , where they feed on the rich  grass of the alpine pastures. Without land ownership, voter rights, restriction in forest permits create conflicts with forest officials. Against this backdrop, this study was carried to identify the social, economic, technical, institutional and policy constraints perceived by unique VanGujjars in buffalo husbandry. 
The methodology included participatory sessions, focused group discussions, semi structured interviews with  100 Gujjar households residing in the villages of  Chila and Panaoun  of  district Rishikesh , Uttarakhand.   The study revealed that besides being offered the settlement in Gandikhatta colony, near Rishikesh  with 1 ha of land, their large family size ( avarge 7-10 family member)  can not meet the livelihood  requirement of entire household, so only a few of the family members settle while rest continue  the nomadic way of life. On one side they are excluded from the  central and state government welfare policies like cattle insurance,  use of artificial insemination for ugradation of  indigenous buffalo, feed and  other mineral block subsidies etc ,   as the state programmes are location based, rather than people or issue based and on the other they are marginalized by  increased pressure on decreasing  forest resource bases  not only by their own population and buffalo herds but also by other non tribal communities around the forest and transhumance routes.  

