EVOLUTION OF COCONUT PRODUCTION IN BRAZIL: CURRENT SITUATION AND PERSPECTIVES
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In recent years, coconut (cocos nucifera L.) production has been unleashing economic and productive transformations in Brazil, helping to promote a new geo-productive arrangement. In the northeast of Brazil, coconut is usually cultivated by smallholders in fragile environments using mainly tall coconut cultivars. The intensification of coconut production systems by agricultural companies and the increasing demand for coconut water have stimulated the cultivation of dwarf coconut cultivars in marginal environments. We aimed at comparing the evolution of coconut production in the state of Sergipe in relation to other Brazilian states. We used descriptive statistics to synthesize data from 1990 to 2009 taken from the Brazilian institute for Geography and Statistics (IBGE), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (EMBRAPA) and scientific papers. In the state of Sergipe, which lies in the Brazilian northeastern region, coconut represents an important source of income for smallholders, with approximately 40000 ha spreading across coastal lowlands and tablelands. The state of Sergipe is the second largest producer and ranks third in cultivated area of coconut. Although the coconut cultivated area has been reduced in recent years, the contribution of the state of Sergipe for Brazilian production substantially increased as a result of yield improvement. However, the geo-economical and political scenarios of the state of Sergipe may change in the near future because of the expansion of plantations in other states and the possible importation of coconut from other countries. The socioeconomic and environmental importance of coconut to Brazil is highlighted by the use of fragile ecosystems for cultivation, which suffers from intense immovable speculation, the advance of sugar cane plantations and by the profile of farmers, mainly smallholders.
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