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High temperature and humidity predominate in central Brazil in the growing season of most annual crops, which favors the decomposition of organic matter, erosion and affect the absorption of nutrients and water retention in soil. Family farming has limited production capacity for small area and limited financial resources available and need to maximize use of their territories without increasing deforestation and soil exhaustion. Meet the growing demand for healthy food produced in harmony with the environment requires different technologies and processes, such as green manure, which increase fertility and soil conservation. This is particularly seen in the savannah regions, where it often wear the export of soil nutrients in areas of silage corn production, which feeds the dairy cattle (an important source of income for family farmers) in the dry season. The cost of recovery of these losses can be minimized by the inclusion of legumes as green manures, however, these seeds are rarely available in shops. To fill this gap and make available the seeds of green manure to farmers, was established in 2007, the Program Community Bank Seed Green Manures (PBCSAV) by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply. After three years of operation the PBCSAV reached fifteen states. By 2010, eight green manure species were distributed in the Minas Gerais State: Crotalaria juncea, Mucuna aterrina, Cajanus cajan, Canavalia ensiformis, Crotalaria spectabilis, Mucuna cinerea, Helianthus annuus and Raphanus sativus, totaling 6,338 kilograms of seeds delivered to 767 farmers in 91 counties. The involvement of farmers in seed production has allowed the expansion of awareness concerning (i) local biodiversity (biological control agents and weeds), (ii) phenology of different species of green manure, (iii) sharing knowledge, (iv) collection and processing of seeds, (v) fallow practice and (vi) procedures for the mechanized tillage corn stover green manure.
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