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Abstract

In the recent times, due to the increasing rate of global warming, the Southern African region, especially, Lesotho has been experiencing continuous climatic change characterized by drastic reduction in rainfall, increase in the rate of dryness and heat, with depletion of the amount of water, flora and fauna resources. This situation has been on for years with much questions but little answers with regard to how it affects food production in the country and how the local community members respond or adapt to this adversity. Against this background, a study that investigates the chain of interactions between climate variability, expressed in the rate of rainfall and draught condition, the indigenous adaptation mechanisms and food production in Lesotho was motivated. This study was carried out in Mafiteng district of Lesotho in 2009. Primary information was generated through series of key informant interviews conducted among selected farmers and community leaders, while the secondary data sources include publications and periodicals of Bureau of Statistics Office, Meteorological Office and Ministry of Agriculture in Maseru. The study reveals various traditional notions attached to drought by the Basotho people and various coping mechanisms to deal with the situation. These mechanisms include series of indigenous practices such as preferred cropping, timing and religious-spiritual sacrifices and observations which have endured for centuries as integral parts of the people’s culture. Specifically, the study substantiates that the local people possess the local intelligence in adapting and coping with the drought situation by having a comprehensive understanding and worldview about the situation, mitigating the adverse effect of the situation through various traditional practices. They understand their environmental dynamics and at the same time seem to know how to respond to these challenges with some formal interference from the government or development partners in various ways.
