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The incremental saline intrusion places coastal economic activities at risks in the Mekong Delta of Vietnam. This study examines the reality of this natural event and its implications to poor households’ livelihoods in a coastal district of Ben Tre province. Surveys, in-depth interviews and focus groups were used to probe into the issue at the district and household levels. The results showed that the saltwater encroached into the mainland at a significant speed up to 60 km from estuaries with the highest salinity concentration of 30‰ during dry seasons. The salinity duration has extended up to 8 months. This occurence has had significant implications to the poor households who are dependent primarily on agricultural and aquacultural production. Major production activities in the area include rice and upland crops, shrimp breeding, which is very susceptible to saline intrusion. Under its turbulent impacts, these sectors have been seriously affected. The substantial reduction of households’ incomes is mainly attributed to frequent crop failure and the lack of employment over the period of dry seasons. Facing multiple constraints on local environmental conditions and other alternative livelihood options therefore resulted in a large number of households’ migration to urban areas for employment opportunities or gradual transfer to non-farm activities. The study also revealed that local people have so far adopted a wide range of initiatives to cope with the saline intrusion. At present, upgrading embankment system, shifting crop patterns and freshwater storage for crop cultivation remain short-term adaptive measures to saline intrusion at the local level.  
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