Geographic distribution of black long horn beetle, Morimus verecundus Fald.  (Col.: Cerambycidae) in Golestan province
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One of the stem borer also Known as black long horn borer (Morimus   verecundus Fald.) is the most destructive insect pest of many trees in central Asian, Caucasus, Turkey and Iran and it has high economic importance in these countries. Distribution pattern, biological and ecological studies on black Longhorn beetle (Morimus verecundus) was carried out during 2000s in Golestan province (Iran). Golestan province situated in northern part of Iran neighborhood of Caspian Sea and containing Hyrcanian Forests. This region with average precipitation of 600 mm per year including lowlands of Caspian Sea towards forests and high elevation of rangelands belonged to temperate zone. The natural forests and rangelands of Golestan province are reaching in their insect fauna In this regard different setting of ecosystems such as forests ecosystems in many part of Golestan province had been visited and infested logs of host trees were brought from various localities and then adults or larvae of pest were collected for further studying. The result indicated that the borer is widely distributed in Golestan province. The collected specimens were identified and geographic distribution and economic importance of them were studied. It was detected on several species of host trees in areas such as: Kordkoy, Gorgan, Fazel Abad, Ali Abad, Khanbebin, Daland, Azadshar, Ramyan, Minoodasht, Galikesh and Tangrah. Host trees included:  Populus spp., Juglans regia, Salix spp. , Ulmus spp. , Platanus orientalis,  Alnus subcordata, Robinia sp. and    Fagus orientalis ,   Quercus castaneifolia,  Castanea sp. , Tilia begonifolia  , Acer spp.,  Carpinus betulus , Fraxinus spp. Parrotia persicae,  Zelkova carpinifolia 
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