Social perception as important element of climate change vulnerability assessment.
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ABSTRACT

Considering the impacts that climate change and extreme climatic events cause, vulnerability assessment is a key issue in scientific research and for the development of adaptation strategies as well as public policies. As the condition of vulnerability is socially constructed and is liable to change due to anthropogenic activities, it is necessary to take it to the center of the studies about degree of risk and disasters prevention. The social nature of vulnerability is determined by factors such as poverty and inequality, marginalization, food entitlements, access to insurance, perception, education and others. The social aspects of vulnerability should be the primary focus of field research and vulnerability mapping projects, which are generally concerned with identifying the most vulnerable members of society. Considering the vulnerability assessment under the project "Climate Change, Social Inequalities and Vulnerable Populations" of the Brazilian Network of Social Mobilization, an inquiry about the perception of climate change was carried out in the Tapera community, located in Florianopolis, Santa Catarina State. Tapera is characterized as an economically disadvantaged community and often hit by floods. The residents have not perceived changes in climate in recent years, and don’t correlate the climate variability with local flooding. For them, the flooding is an important local problem but that must be solved through governmental actions, like street paving. This study indicates two factors that directly influence the perception of risk: identification of climate change as a second generation environmental problem, characterized by invisibility and lack of direct causality, and the practice of organized irresponsibility, where a net of mechanisms keeps the environmental problems in a state of normality. Thus, under the influence of these factors, the tolerance limit of disadvantaged community makes them even more vulnerable and unprepared to act for preventive and protective measures. As one can see, the social participation for the process of adaptation to climate change is linked to human perception of the importance of climate change for the local context.
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