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Abstract

Community-based  Wildlife Management (CWM) approach has been identified as an effective ethical way of integrating the goals of wildlife conservation with the needs of the rural poor in the tropics.  The fact that The Cross Rivers National Park (CRNP) located at Oban Hills, Nigeria, was created by Acts Nos. 36 and 46 of 1991 and 46 of 1999 respectively locates its control under the purview of the Federal Government of Nigeria. This raises the question on the extent to which the local population participate in the conservation of wildlife species and what plans they have for the future, against which background this study was motivated. Based on in-depth interviews and key informant interviews conducted on a sample of purposively chosen individual members of the local community(villages in the area), including the traditional leaders and civil society groups, the study shows arrays and tracjectories of local peoples participation in wildlife conservation. Eventhough the local people do not formally participate in the implementation of conservation policy, which is an exclusive duty of the designated government agency in charge of conservation, they form part of the informal but active sector in this mandate. Among the identified functions of the community leaders, liaison with government agencies (39.9%), creating public awareness (23.1%), arresting violators (17.5%) and enforcement of local taboos (13.3%) are significant. Their entry point has usually been the implementation of traditional taboos and preservation of the customary values and laws surrounding conservation. Apart from this the local people are also physically involved in policing of the forests against encroachment for hunting purposes. The study also revealed how the community members, especially the leaders are involved in public education and enlightenment campaigns organised by non governmental organisations (NGOs). Inspite of the evidence of local people’s participation in the conservation of wildlife resources in their vicinity, there is no evidence yet to suggest that their participation is sustainable or that they are satisfied with the whole process of conservation. most community members do not feel the ownership of their natural resources. It is thus evident from this study that there are apparent local structures in favour of wildlife conservation which need to be integrated or harnessed by the government structures in order to achieve people oriented wildlife management in the Nigeria.
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